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The Massacre oFThe “Black” Donnellys
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This MysteryQuest examines the factors leading to the murder in 1880 of the notorious
Donnelly family in southwestern Ontario. Students learn to pnd evidence in textual sources
to support causal explanations as they examine the roots of conyict among immigrant groups
in 19th century Canada.

A critical thinking challenge to accompany
Great Unsolved Mysteries in Canadian History

Heaven and Hell on Earth:
The Massacre of the 0Blacko Donnellys

http://www.mysteryquests.ca/quests/05/indexen.html
Author: Ruth Sandwell

Editors: Ruth Sandwell, Dick Holland
Series Editor: Roland Case

based on an approach developed by The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC?)
www.tc2.ca
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Canadian history, social studies, civics
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A religious conyict and immigrant relations in 19th century Canada
A historical causation
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A 1dentify relevant statements in the assigned documents and draw conclusions about their implications
for the role of religious hatred in the conyict in Biddulph Township.

A Do these documents provide enough evidence to justify a more extensive examination of the theory that
religious hatred was a main source of the conyict in Biddulph Township?
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A Students will learn to pnd evidence in textual sources to support a causal explanation of a historical
mystery.

A Students will learn about the conyict, particularly religious tensions, among immigrant groups in 19th
century Canada.
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N A knowledge of the social, economic, and political conditions surrounding the massacre of the 0Blackd
Donnellys

A knowledge of religious conyict, famine, and migrations in the 19th century
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A criteria for use of historical evidence (e.g., relevant to the topic, plausible conclusions drawn)
A criteria for sound conclusion (e.g., plausible, supported with accurate evidence)
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A historical causation
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- A data charts
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This lesson can be used as a self-directed activity by having students individually or in pairs work their way
through the guided instructions and support material found at http://www.mysteryquests.ca/quests/05/indexen.
html.
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On the following pages are suggested modipcations of the self-guided procedures found on the MysteryQuest
website for use with a class of students. For convenience, each support material and set of directions found
on the website is reproduced next to the relevant suggestions for whole class instruction.
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M Using the instructions for Step 1: Think about
historical explanations as a guide, read the
pctional story of the death of John Smith to the
class.

32

Invite students to discuss among themselves the
causes of Mr. Smithés death.

]

Draw out the importance historians attach to
explaining why historical events occurred.

]

Invite students to distinguish between particular
personal causes (e.g., Mr. Smith had run out of
cigarettes, was hit by a car) and broader social
inyuences (e.g., Mr. Smith was a victim of lax
law enforcement and indifference to public
safety).

]

Direct students to read the background informa-
tion sheet Causal Explanations in History for
more about historiansd search for underlying
causes.
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M Using Introduction as a guide, explain to students
the challenge that is the focus of their investiga-
tion.
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A Using The Task as a guide, outline the activities
that students will undertake. Oonl0ono
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M Using Step 2: Review the facts of the case as
a guide, duplicate and distribute copies of The
Massacre of the 0Blacké Donnellys to students,
individually or in pairs.

Ooool0NOooimoiooolloooolooloool0ooo

000000100000000000000000Mmi0000 O0D 000001 0010000000000000000 O00000000 000000
00000000000000000001000000000000000000001000000000]1000000000 O0NmI 0o0000
00000000000000I000000C00] 0 0000000I00I00i00I00C0I0 0000000000100 0100000000
000I000NO0000000000000I00000

)

You may want to direct students to other links on
the main website, found at http://www.canadian-
mysteries.ca/sites/donnellys/home/indexen.html,

to learn more about this notorious family. MysteryQuest 5
Support Materials 1 (Brieyng Sheet)
The Massacre of the 0Blacké Donnellys
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Using Step 3: Examine the historical causes as
a guide, explain to students that three theories
have been offered for the underlying conyict that
brought about the Donnellysd murder.
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M Distribute copies of the briepng sheet Roots of Conyict in Biddulph [\, ccouests
Township and the activity sheet Examining the Roots of the Conyict i?;f:;gﬁ;ﬂ?ﬁféﬁ;ﬁiﬁiﬁﬂ.p
to students, individually or in pairs. :
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Great Unsolved Mysteres in Canadin History©
MysteryQuest 5 - Religious Confle and the Seasch for Historical Explantons
MysteryQuest 5 Home Website - Hearen & Hell on Farth: The Massscre of the “Black” Donnclys
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A _Rewew with studgnts any vocabulary that may cause difpculty, includ- | sooeessssssss o on o om0
ing the terms Whiteboys and Blackfeet. JTRER A e
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A Instruct students to use the information on this briepng sheet and the
earlier one on the Donnellys as the basis for summarizing the three
main theories. Direct students to record any evidence they pnd in these ;
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A Arrange for students to share their summaries and evidence with other L "

students. Invite students to indicate which theory was the most likely
cause and to support their conclusions.
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M Using Step 4: Look for evidence as a guide, explain
to students that they will now work individually
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A Using Evidence in the Case as a guide, introduce
each of the primary sources and distribute them
to students.
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A Distribute copies of Looking for Evidence of Religious Conyict to 3 MvsrenyOunere ik Heauen &
each pair of students. Students will need one sheet for each document i TheMassac,;c,mE“B.gﬂ Ea'ﬁn
they are to examine. In addition to recording information about the Mystery Quest Support Materials 4 (Aetiity Sheet)
nature of the document, its author, and the main idea, students are to Looking for Evidence of Religious Conflict
note statements that relate in any way to the causes of the conyict. promentle
For each statement, they are to indicate whether or not it supports the —
religious hatred explanation for the conyict and provide reasons for T T e
their conclusion.

A If you anticipate that students may have difpculty with this activity, R vl M

select one of the three shorter documents and demonstrate this analysis
with the entire class.
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A Using Step 5: Prepare your recommendation as
a guide, ask students to discuss their pndings in
groups once they have completed charts for each S e o Beenn oo
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Biddulph Township to justify a more extensive
examination of this theory?
A Holdaclass debate or assign students individually

to prepare a 250-word report presenting and defending their conclusions in light of all of the primary and secondary
documents examined.
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